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PTO HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Well, after a snow storm greeted us on March 1st and a very short week of school, I am definitely ready for spring.  

We’ve moved our clocks forward so that must mean it is right around the corner, or at least we hope it is.  Spring 

sports begin on March 16th.  Lets hear it for outdoor activities! 

 

Thank you to Rosi McPherson and the parent volunteers for another wonderful Bowling Event at Devon Bowling 

Lanes. Also, to Kate Ferris again for organizing the parent chaperones for the Valentine’s Dance; thank you parents 

for chaperoning.   Debbie Weger and the volunteers, who worked the telephones scheduling conferences, also deserve 

a big thank you. 

 

Please put June 4th on your calendar because we are hosting our third annual Barnes & Noble Summer Reading 

Book Day at the Devon Location (Swedesford Road).  Come in and purchase your summer reading books; TEMS 

PTO benefits because we earn a percentage of the proceeds. 

 

 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 

 

April 1  TEMS PTO Meeting    9:00 am  TEMS 

April 15 ISC Meeting:  Strategic Plan-Creativity/Ethics 7:00-9:00 pm ESC Building  

April 24 7th & 8th Grade Spring Fling Dance  7:00-9:30 pm  TEMS 

May 6  TEMS PTO Meeting    7:00 pm TEMS Library 

June 3  TEMS PTO Meeting    9:00 am  TEMS 

June 4  Summer Reading Book Day   All Day  Barnes & Noble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our website www.temspto.org. It is a good place to find both PTO and school information. 

 

Finally, we encourage you to join us at the next meeting on April 1, 2009 at 9:00 am in the Faculty Lounge.  Karen 

Consalo has begun putting together a list of volunteers interested in positions either on the board or as chairpersons of 

various committees for the upcoming school year, 2009-2010.  If you are interested in taking a more active role, or 

know of someone who is, please contact Karen at consalo1@aol.com. 

 

PTO Executive Committee: 

Gretchen Guttman, Karen Consalo, Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton and Rita Borzillo 



 

TEMS PTO Meeting Minutes 
The November PTO meeting of the 2008/2009 school year was called to 

order at 9:00 am on March 4, 2009 by President Gretchen Guttman.   

Present at the meeting were:   Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton, Sue Sny-

der,  Gigi Miller, Maragret MacKenzie, Marybeth Panaro 

TEMS Administration Reports: 

Principal Mark Cataldi 

National Assessment of Educational Progress – The nation’s report card - 90 students in 

8th grade to participate – happening right now – not sure what results we will get  

Revised school calendar – June 23 – 8th grade recognition ceremony this morning 

Parent Conferences tomorrow; schedules are varied; trend is math teachers have a full 

schedule overall 

Music teachers are looking into separating the 7/8 Spring Concerts into two concerts; 

Band/Orchestra one night and Choral another night; may mean two different nights for 

performances if in multiple activities 

Spring Sports – signups have occurred/ may have to make cuts in baseball/many  

opportunities in Track; begins March 16 – typically over 60% of the 7 & 8th grade  

participate 

Close to $1900 in the coin collection will go to Special Olympics; “Pie Throwing Contest 

went well” 

Treasurer’s Report – no report as the Treasurer was absent. 

Fundraising Events: 

Parent Social – Karen Consalo/Johanne Lamarche – Looking at $14,000 profit; looking for 

a chair for next year 

Bowling party – March 6 – noon – 2 pm; low attendance maybe only 20-25 youth have 

signed up; have sent several blast emails   

School/Community Related Topics: 

Cultural Arts – Ropeworks Residency – May 11 & 12 

Received $1,000 from the school to assist with the cost so we are on budget 

The Renaissance man – 8th grade; scheduled for 4/2/09 

Newsletter – editor is Suzanne Fanelle (ssfanelle@verizon.net); Deadline is the first 

Wednesday of the month; looking for someone to take over newsletter next year 

Acme Receipts - $415.92 

Allergy Ingredients list at District 

Dave Preston at President’s meeting; a list for anyone whose child is allergic who wants to 

eat at the cafeteria; go to the TEMS Food Services website to view the list 

Dental Clinic – Yankee Candle Sale ended 3/3 

Letter from Bernadine Ceter thanking us for our casseroles 

ESCRIP – please sign up; a very easy way to raise money for the PTO; need to reregister 

for those with Genardi’s cards; there is an online mall – shopping.escrip.com, put in your 

information and you can do all your shopping  

Rep Reports: 

BUILD – no report 

School Board –Marnie Hertzfled reported on the website she created which outlines the 

facts and figures on the history of the Van Leer Cabin (http://www.tesd.pa.us/stoga/CHS%

20History/van%20leet/index.html 



Student Representative concern was discussed regarding the fact that the Governor’s 

School of Excellence has been cut from the budget 

Proposal to consolidate school districts was discussed; may need grassroots efforts 

A discussion was held regarding a review of enrollment projections as they relate to space 

need for the 5 year period form 2009/10 to 2013/14; the data indicates that it is not a cur-

rent need to build a new elementary school; some adjustments will be made at Devon  

Elementary to accommodate some of the near term growth; will continue to monitor actual 

enrollment versus projections and adjust as needed;  possible solutions to growing  

enrollment would be redistricting, room conversion, construction of classrooms and  

modular classrooms; discussion of the ongoing project of the Renovation of  

maintenance building 

Finances – currently at break even for this year 

Graduation competency Initiative is being watched and the Board may request a  

grassroots effort 

Looking into using Twitter in addition to the all call program 

Diversity Committee reminded about the donation of old computers and prom dresses 

Green initiatives – starting to show a positive 

Education committee reported on the District’s performance in ERB, PSSA  and SAT  

testing  

March 9 – budget discussion on at Stoga – all invited to attend 

ISC – Next meeting 3/11/09/social Norming/PATHS 

Last two meetings; tour of Stoga’s library and technology; review of world languages 

Next meeting – discussion on social norming which came out of ARCH 

PATHS – for the elementary school students which deals with better communication; peer 

relationships 

April meeting - Strategic plan - Creativity and Ethics 

ARCH 

3/5 Cyber Safety Talk – 7 pm -Episcopal – open to anyone 

3/24 – Help Your Teen Make Good Choices – 7 pm - Radnor Middle School; research on 

adolescent brain development – issue on decision making process in a USA Today article 

General PTO Business 

Open Positions 2009/2010: 

Please contact Karen Consalo if you are interested 

Donation to CAPCO – all our money goes to fund issues/items at TEMS pursuant to our 

bylaws so cannot donate to CAPCO 

Brenda Carpenter – Photographer – 8th grade dance- or graduation 

If we support it as a school; we have to go through bidding 

If sponsored by the PTO – PTO deals with the issue; there is a policy on student  

photographs 

Discussion of having Brenda take photos of each student as they are called to the stage; 

may reduce parent traffic to the front of the auditorium to take photos;  Gretchen will look 

into with Brenda 

Discussion of having a “photo booth” at one of the dances; Gretchen will look into it 

The next meeting is on April 4, 2009 at 9:00 am.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:58 am 

       

Respectfully submitted by Rita K. Borzillo, PTO Secretary 



FIFTH GRADE News 

Math    The Above-level students have finished  

learning about percentages.  In this unit, the students 

found common percents using mental math, solved 

proportions and used ratios to find percents.  The stu-

dents will be applying this knowledge to practical ap-

plications for shopping, such as sale, rate of discount, 

and sales tax.  The students are now moving on to a 

unit on probability. 

On level math students are finished the      

number theory unit.  In this unit, the students ex-

plored divisibility, factors, multiples, and prime and 

composite numbers. This unit prepared students with 

the concepts necessary to understand fractions and 

relate them to the previous unit on decimals.  Now the 

students are using this knowledge to work on two 

chapters on operations with fractions. 

 Students in Pre-Algebra classes just wrapped 

up a unit on proportions and percentages.  They have 

just recently begun studying basic units of geometry 

and spatial thinking.  The students will get many 

hands-on learning opportunities throughout this new 

unit.    

 All math students are taking some time to pre-

pare for two annual events: the PSSA and the sixth 

grade 24 tournament.  Both occur the week of March 

16th.  For the PSSA, please be sure your children get 

plenty of sleep and eat a healthy breakfast each morn-

ing, all week long.  In lieu of homework, students 

should be practicing math facts, looking over math 

notes, and reviewing math vocabulary.  The annual 24 

tournament will take place in math classes the same 

week.  Class finalists will compete in a school  

championship where those finalists will have the 

chance to compete in a district championship against 

similar finalists from Valley Forge Middle School. 

Reading    Students are working with short stories 

this month in reading class.  In pairs, they will be 

reading, writing about the stories using a prompt, and 

finally discussing the stories with their partner.  Later 

in the month, we will be starting Literature Circles.  

This engaging reading activity groups students  

according to the novel they have chosen to read with 

each “circle” reading a different book. 

English    This month we are working on writing  

persuasive essays.  The goal is to write well-organized, 

multi-paragraph essays that promote a cause that 

show the students’ abilities to use persuasive language 

effectively.  Next, we will begin a new writing unit that 

emphasizes the use of descriptive language. Students 

will be encouraged to use all of their senses to create 

paragraphs that come alive with good description.  In 

addition, we will continue working with grammar and 

spelling. 

Science  We have begun our third unit, From Bacteria 

to Plants.  Students are currently learning about 

stimulus/response and how living things are organized 

by taxonomy.  Students continue to grow their bread 

mold and take measurements and observations. We 

are realizing that mold demonstrates the six  

characteristics of living things and that we are  

providing the four basic needs of all living things. After 

studying the six kingdoms we will look at living  

amoebae, paramecium, and euglena cells using our 

microscope skills covered earlier in the year.  The unit 

will culminate with growing bacteria cultures.  Using 

the scientific method, we will collect samples of  

bacteria throughout the school and grow them in a 

sterile environment. 

Social Studies  During the month of March, sixth 
grade students will begin a unit on Asia and the  

Pacific.  To kick off this unit, students will have the 

opportunity to meet in small groups with a young 

adult from a different country.  Students will  

formulate questions in class and then will be able to 

have a conversation with the young adult.  Students 

will also be taking an in-depth look at China. 

SIXTH GRADE NEWS 

Science   Students are wrapping up their study of 

physical science, which includes activities that explore 

matter, light, and sound.  Students will soon begin to 

investigate rock, minerals, and other exciting areas of 

earth science.   

Social Studies  Students are continuing their 

exploration of ancient civilizations.  Recent and future 

units of study include ancient China, ancient Greece, 

ancient Rome, ancient Israel, and ancient India.   

English  Classes have finished taking the English 

PSSA and their teachers are proud of their hard 

work!  They continue to compose various pieces across 

the three modes of writing – persuasive, informative, 

and narrative.  Students also continue to study parts of 

speech.  Many elements of English grammar are being 

studied for inclusion in students’ writing.  Regular 

spelling practice continues to round out students’ 

English experience in 5th grade.  

Reading  Students in reading classes continue to read 

and respond to a variety of fiction and nonfiction 

texts.  Additionally, reading classes are gearing up for 

the Reading PSSA this month!   

Math  Classes are also preparing for the PSSA test, 

which will take place from March 16-20.  Additionally, 

students are studying various geometric concepts, 

including plane and solid geometry.  Students have 

also begun a study of number theory and fractions.   

 



During the next few weeks of March, parents should 

receive another important mailing about Williamsburg.  

This mailing will contain the next set of forms that are 

due and other information pertaining to the trip.  The 

cost of the trip is $270, which may be paid in 

installments.  The first installment of $90 was due by 

February 19th and the second installment of $90 is due 

March 12th.  The last installment of $90 is due April 

30th.  All necessary information and forms can be found 

online at www.misswilson.com. 

English  Students have been reading one of two novels 

that relate to middle school life: Stargirl and Schooled.  

At the conclusion of this unit, we will examine excerpts 

from various memoirs.  Students will then write a 

memoir of their own. 

Mathematics  The Math 7 classes will begin work with 

percents and percent word problems.  First, students 

will convert percents to fractions and decimals.  Next, 

the class will learn mental math strategies for finding 

the percent of a number.  Finally, students will solve 

percent word problems. 

 The Pre- Algebra classes will finish rational 

numbers and begin work on ratios, proportions and 

percents.  We will begin the unit with an introduction to 

ratios and unit rate.  Next, the students will learn the 

concepts of proportions and apply these concepts to 

similar figures and scale drawings.  The class will then 

discover the relationship between fractions, decimals, 

and percents.  Students will learn how to set up and 

solve percent equations.  Finally, we will conclude our 

unit with some real world applications of percents such 

as percent change, discount/markup, and interest. 

 Algebra I classes will continue working with 

factoring polynomials and solving quadratic equations.  

The unit will conclude with word problems using 

quadratic equations.  

Science   During the month of March, some science 

classes will continue to work with environmental 

science while other science students will be learning 

about chemistry.  This will include different types of 

properties, chemical and physical changes, heating and 

cooling curves, and temperature.  All science classes 

will be continuing to stress science process through 

critical thinking and scientific method. 

Social Studies  Seventh grade classes are continuing 

their study of the American Revolution.  Topics include 

the Declaration of Independence, the writings of 

Thomas Paine, various military battles and tactics, the 

French Alliance, and the Treaty of Paris.  Students will 

continue to learn about the stock market through the on

-line simulation game.  The game will last until April 

17th. 

SEVENTH GRADE NEWS 

EIGHTH GRADE NEWS 

English  The eighth grade English classes are working 

on Romeo and Juliet during the month of March.   

Students will be reading the play and creating parodies 

based on the work.  Students will continue working on 

journals and vocabulary and will be responsible for  

producing a compare and contrast essay at the  

conclusion of the unit.   

American History  Students will explore the events, 

ideas and movements that led to the United States Civil 

War. 

Pre-Algebra  Students just finished working with both 

decimal and fraction equations. They are now moving 

into a unit on ratios, proportions, and percents, which 

will include scale drawing applications. 

Algebra 1a  Students are finishing up with linear  

equations and inequality applications. They will then 

work with the TI graphing calculator in order to graph 

the linear equations they have been learning about. 

Geometry  Students are finishing the unit on Right  

Triangle Trigonometry.  Students will study applications 

before moving on to Area of Plane Figures. 

Algebra 1  Students are finishing the unit on quadratic 

equations and then will start to work with a unit on  

factoring.  Students from Mrs. Rodger, Mrs. Tyrell and 

Ms. Quirk’s classes will then compete in the annual  

Factoring Olympics. We look forward to the friendly 

competition. Winners will be announced in the next 

newsletter. 

Algebra 2  Students are completing their study of  

Exponential and Logarithmic Functions.  They will be 

moving on to solving Rational Equations. 

Science  Students will complete their study of geologic 

processes like plate tectonics, earthquakes, and  

volcanoes.  Our study of geologic time with a focus on the 

coal and limestone deposits found in Pennsylvania will 

be concluded.  Students will investigate the rock cycle 

and the physical processes involved in the formation of 

igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rock.  The  

geology unit includes a study of the geologic processes 

that lead to the formation and deposition of minerals 

and other natural resources.  Activities include a lab 

that tests mineral attributes using Moh's Hardness 

Scale, making a crystal rock garden and examination of 

various rock and mineral samples.  Weather concepts 

related to geology, like erosion, will be incorporated into 

the unit.    
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Middle School Advisory Committee  
The Middle School Advisory Committee consists of parents, 

teachers, school board members, and administrators.  During 

the first meeting of the 2008-09 school year documents re-

lated to the development of the middle school program were 

reviewed and discussed.  

It is the practice of the District to review programs and initia-

tives at regular intervals. As part of the District goal to re-

view the middle school program, the committee developed 

the following overarching goal:  To determine if the current 

middle school program meets the needs of students in the 

21st century.  

To achieve this goal, the committee will review the action 

plans of the original program to determine the degree to 

which they promote the development of strategic initiatives 

and reflect best practices. 

Nominating Committee Volunteers  
Volunteers are needed for the Nominating Committee!  We will be filling 
all Committee Chair Positions and Board Positions.  If you would like to 
be on the committee or hold a position, please call Karen Consalo     610

-644-6119.  Thanks! 

The Children’s Dental Clinic 

Thank you to everyone who supported 

the Children’s Dental Clinic this year 

through the Yankee Candle fundraiser.  

All orders have been submitted and you 

will receive notification when the  

products arrive.  Thanks again for your 

continued support for this worthwhile 

cause! 
Linda Hood 
The Children’s Dental Clinic Representative 
 

Visit the T/e-Bulletin Board at www.tesd.net!  

 

The electronic bulletin board contains information on community non-profit activities 
and events of interest to T/E parents and students. Examples of groups advertised on 
the electronic bulletin board are sports organizations, townships, libraries, art centers, 
community recreation centers, cultural education organizations, charitable organiza-
tions and many more. Information is updated twice a month – so check back often!  

T/E InsightT/E InsightT/E InsightT/E Insight    Goes DigitalGoes DigitalGoes DigitalGoes Digital    

The District’s quarterly community newsletter, the T/E Insight, is available on the TESD web 

site and is also sent electronically through T/E’s email notification program.  

 No longer want to receive a paper copy?No longer want to receive a paper copy?No longer want to receive a paper copy?No longer want to receive a paper copy?    

To be removed from the T/E Insight mailing list, visit the TESD web site, www.tesd.net, and 

click on “Remove me from the T/E Insight mailing list.” To sign up for the email notification      

program, click on “Join T/E’s Email Notification Program”. You’ll  

receive weekly email updates of school district announcements, community activities, meeting 

agendas, meeting minutes and more.  



 
             Ice Hockey Players!  

 Thursday, April 23 at 7:30pm at the Easttown 

Library                       
The Conestoga Middle School Ice Hockey Club                                     

will be having a meeting for new players and parents! 

 This established program is open to all                                              

2009-2010 5th – 8th  grade girls and boys                                              

living in Tredyffrin/Easttown School District.                                      

Come find out how you can experience Conestoga Ice 

Hockey, a proud tradition since 1968!                                                        

Questions please contact Kathy Borzell at                                            

610-695-0642 or borzellfamily@msn.com 

2009-2010 School Year Calendar 
The school calendar for the 2009-2010 school year was approved by the School 
Board on November 17, 2008 and is available on the T/E School District web site 
at www.tesd.net under “Calendar” on the right side of the home page. Labor Day 
occurs later than usual in 2009.  
Notable about the new calendar are the following details: 

• School will start on September 3, 2009, the Thursday before Labor Day, for                      
students in grades 1-12.                 

• The first day of school for kindergarten students is September 10, 2009. 

• Conferences will take place during the week before Thanksgiving. School will be in 
session on Wednesday, November 25, 2009, the day before Thanksgiving. 

• School will be in session on Monday, February 15, 2010, President’s Day. 

• Spring break will begin the last week in March. 

• The tentative last day of school for students is a half day on June 15, 2010. 

 



The TESD policy on bullying has been revised to meet the new Pennsylvania state 
regulations, effective January 1, 2009.  The policy is displayed in every classroom 
and students have been informed about the updates through their Olweus class 
meetings.  You may see the updated policy at the TESD website under Student  

Discipline, #5401.       

ATTENTION: Parents of 6th grade students... 

              New immunization requirements! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Children ENTERING 7th grade in 2009/2010 need the following: 

1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, accellular pertussis(Tdap) 

1 dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV) 

Look for a letter from your school nurse in mid March if your child needs 

these immunizations. 

DO YOU PLAN TO PLAY A FALL SPORT  

AT CONESTOGA? 

 

 
 

If you plan to try out for a varsity or JV team, be prepared to participate in pre-season which begins Monday,  

August 17, 2009,  Please make summer plans with this date in mind.  If cuts are necessary, they are made the first 

week of pre-season and you must be present to be considered. 

 

In order to tryout for any sport, your student must have a physical after June 1, 2009 and completed paperwork 

submitted to the Conestoga Athletic Office by August 3, 2009.  The necessary paperwork is available online at 

www.tesd.net/stoga.  Click on “Athletics” and scroll down to the file under forms.   Print the first four pages of the 

seven-page file, complete and submit them. 

 

There are freshman teams for the following sports:  football, boys soccer, girls soccer, field hockey and girls  

volleyball.  These teams begin tryouts after school has resumed. 

 

There will be an important meeting for all fall athletes and their parents on Wednesday, May 20th in the  

Auditorium at Conestoga at 7PM.  Come meet the coaches, ask your questions and find out all you need to know 

about athletics at Conestoga. 
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DATED MATERIAL 

Coming Events: 
For more details, check T/E website. 
4/1 PTO Meeting Faculty Lounge  9am 

4/3-12  SPRING BREAK  NO SCHOOL 

4/15 Strategic Plan-Creativity/Ethics  7-9:30pm 

4/24 7th and 8th Grade Spring Fling  7-9:30pm 

5/5 5th and 6th grade Spring Concert 7:30pm 

5/6 PTO meeting    7pm 

5/13 7th and 8th grade Spring Concert 7:30pm 

5/25 Memorial Day NO SCHOOL 

6/3 PTO meeting    9am 

6/4 Summer Reading Book Day  9-11am 

 

 

    
  

   

  

 

 

Help the TEMS PTO  

Go GREEN! 

Get your 

“Bulldog 

Barks” ONLINE! 

 

 

 

 

Each month you will  

receive a link to the  


