TEMS PTO Meeting Minutes


The November PTO meeting of the2008/2009 school year was called to order at 9:00 am on November 5, 2008 by President Gretchen Guttman.  

Present at the meeting were:   Marybeth Panaro, Karen Consalo, Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton, Sue Snyder,  Marci Tierney, Patty Littlewood, Gail McCarthy, Kristin Schappell, Joan Gaidimas, Sherri Gartner


Speaker – Chris Major – The Second Mile/Friend Fitness Program


Youth Mentoring Program; fitness based mentoring program; volunteer mentors from the community that are matched with youth; no negative group networking, association or labeling; create a moment of choice; working out with a structured program at Stoga or UMLY on Thursday from 5:3-0-6:30 and Sundays from 10:30 -11:30; some peer mentors that are juniors and seniors in high school but primarily are adults; youth served are grades 6-12; not need special skills or abilities to be a mentor or youth in the program; ask only that the youth do the best they can; “can you do one more, can you keep going?”; positive encouragement both from a one to one basis and also through the group; many ways to get involved;  contact Chris at 610-249-9630 for further information.
Spirit Wear/Sports Teams – Gail McCarthy


Spirit wear orders are in today; supplier can provide team wear; consistency with clothing; not big ticket items; keeping prices reasonable; $5.00 up charge on sweat shirt to put name, number and sport on; will begin with this coming Winter season; may be able to special order items
TEMS Administration Reports:


Principal Mark Cataldi


End of first marking period is coming up; report cards come home on Wednesday, November 19; this coming Friday (11/8/08) is an in-service day; 
Fall Conferences are coming up; letter has been sent home; if dates do not work, please call and conferences can be rescheduled; 
3 new seminar rooms in large courtyard area are complete; we are waiting for Certificate of Occupancy; will begin to utilize the rooms and it will be done in stages; letter will be sent home for any student that will be affected; goal is to be done by the second marking period; 
Winter sports tryouts begin December 1; 
Treasurer’s Report:

Cash balance as of October 31, 2008 is as follows:

Savings account

$5,404.53

  

LWL Account


$4,995.22

  

Checking Account

$18,672.74
Checking New 

$    781.20
Tax return (From 990) is being worked on; Marci Tierney is auditing the books and third quarter sales tax return was filed.
School/Community Related Topics:

Cultural Arts – 

First event was this past week for grades 5/6; was successful; children were engaged; students were singing; message was explaining opera; did 45 minute workshops

www.jumpropenet.com; workshops and residencies are offered; motivational speaker; grew up as a casual jump rope, performs with Cirque de Soleil; works with ESPN; she is a professional jump-roper; message – do your personal best; focus on yourself and not your neighbor; very interactive with the youth; can lay the residency over health/PE classes; looking at May and June; middle school age youth are her favorite to work with; does a “Kick-off Assembly;”  workshops are 30-40 minutes; cost is $1500/day 
Motion made, seconded, vote taken and passed that we (1) use money budgeted for LWL  for this program and (2) further investigate this program ; look to having the program in one day with a specialized schedule for all TEMS to participate 
Lives Well Lived has been cancelled this year.

Newsletter – editor is Suzanne Fanelle (ssfanelle@verizon.net); Deadline is the first Wednesday of the month

We are looking to “Go Green” with the newsletter; having it sent to you via a link; if you are interested, please contact Gretchen Guttman at tguttman@comcast.net; the newsletter will no longer include the Student of the Month section
Family Feud – date is changed; new date TBD

8th Grade Recognition – Karen Consalo is the chair; please contact if you are interested

Fundraising Events:

Book Fair – November 10-14; with Scholastic Books; sent email to all teachers and asked for list of books; teachers responded and list was sent to Scholastic; need many volunteers; set up is this Thursday at 3pm; will open on Monday morning at 7:15 am; will not have extended hours

One for Books – donate spare change and PTO buys books for our library and Scholastic Books matches the amount and gives books to needy children

Parent Social – February 7, 2009; Karen Consalo/Johanne LaMarche co-chairs; InTEpendence Day; need volunteers; just now getting started; 
Super Saturday Results – was successful but in order to sell hot food, we needed a certified food handler and we did not have one; so could only sell limited foods
ESCRIP – please sign up; a very easy way to raise money for the PTO; need to reregister for those with Genardi’s cards; there is an online mall – www.shopping.escrip.com   put in your information and you can do all your shopping 
Acme receipts - $706.91 since June 
Rep Reports:

BUILD – nothing local – 12/16 CCIU in Downingtown – all area parents
School Board – Still need a rep; last meeting - district goals for the school year were adopted
ISC – November 12 – Staffing & Facilities Update; January 14 is a field trip to Stoga library on technology

GCAs were discussed; bill was opposed; all high schools have to send in how local assessments are made; PDE looking at developing state-wide curriculum


Electronic learning & the web – blogs; social book marking; RSSfeed that automatically gets updated every day; parents gets information every day; WIKI – a document is online and multiple people work on it at a time


Facebook – review/monitor your child’s; view it as a diary

Virtual environments – “avatar” go and visit; meet other avatars; similar to auditing courses; companies, colleges and medical facilities are setting these up; designed by the gaming community
ARCH – November 10 from 7-9 – results of the2007 PA Youth Survey and also a outstanding speaker on the Resilient Family at VFMS.
General PTO Business
Please visit our website (temspto.org-Go Green) for up to date information; 86 families are receiving BB online
Open Positions:

Lives Well Lived


New Family Welcome


School Board Representatives

Dental Clinic – Yankee Candle Fundraiser from 2/17 – 3/3
TESD Education Committee meeting 2009/2010 calendar year; 11/11 at 1:30; TESD Administration Office

Open Issue Discussion 

Various Information received in the mail


American Red Cross – are we interested in sponsoring a Blood Drive?


Going Green & Fundraising – are some very interesting in Green fundraising options – all are online and very easy – register your school and when people go shopping, your school gets money – will be investigating further.
The next meeting is on February 4 , 2009 at 9:00 am.  
The meeting adjourned at 10:47 am.

Respectfully submitted by Rita K. Borzillo, PTO Secretary
