TEMS PTO Meeting Minutes


The first PTO meeting of the 20087/2009 school year was called to order at 7:00 pm on September 3, 2008 by President Gretchen Guttman.  

Present at the meeting were:  Anne Marcelli, Sherri Gardner, Palerante & Satish, Cheri Paolisso; Gail McCarthy; Jesink Wang, Marybeth Panaro, Tom Concannon, Karen Consalo, Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton.

The meeting began with a Welcome to all attendees with introductions.
TEMS Administration Reports:


Principal Mark Cataldi welcomed everyone back for a new and exciting school year.  


TEMS welcomed 982 students yesterday. There were 50 new students this year.

In Grade 5 there were 13 new students

total
245 students

In Grade 6 there were 12 new students

total
264 students
In Grade 7 there were 17new students

total
239 students
In Grade 8 there were 8 new students

total
234 students
The first day of school yesterday was more of an orientation for 5th graders; buses are being tracked for arrival times in morning and departure times in the afternoon;  school gives feedback to the administration on a daily basis as to transportation issues– Today the  bus transportation was improved
Renovations – Mark offered to give a tour of the renovations to all parents at the meeting; all music rooms renovations have been completed; 2 laptop carts are in place; the old computer lab is a new classroom; a smaller room was renovated and enlarged for additional class space.  Additional renovations are  in progress and we are looking at December 9 deadline

There was a water issue discovered early this am – we were in touch with water company and we were limited in the water we were allowed to use – all is fine now
Jacqui Hickey is the representative for Olwewus Bullying Program; program began last year;  class meetings will begin in October and  will be run every other week; there is a Parent Info  meeting on 10/30 at 7 pm; additional information will be sent out on the program
Clubs & Activities – the list will be on the web site and on the weekly bulletin (bulletin can be accessed on the web site)
Sports program for 7 & 8th grades – all paperwork must be completed  before students can participate; can get forms  off website; there will be additional announcements about meetings; please check the hotline daily for any weather changes;  By next week, there will be some after school activity 

Music – if signed up for any of the music programs; we will confirm still want to participate and also give time for additional students to sign up 
Pinnacle Internet Viewer – will be accessible for all parents to view from grade 5-12; parents will be receiving a letter on how to access; can look at grades on a daily basis
Smart Boards installations – we have been able to schedule a date for October 9 for installation

Assistant Principal Michele Capuano discussed the standardized testing schedule for the school year.  Please refer to the PTO web page for the testing schedule. ERBs will be administered in October; PSSAs will be administered in February, March & April; we have exceeded AYP for PSSAs this year.
Treasurer’s Report:

Cash balance as of August 31, 2008 is as follows:

Savings account

$8,902.21

  

LWL Account


$4,993.14

  

Checking Account

$1,114.76

Checking New 

$1,754.32

2007-2008 Final Numbers

Income
$41, 719.92

Expenses
$42,484.59

We had a very good year with our fundraisers and were able to give $23,847.46 to the school for Smart Boards, this caused us to go slightly over budget.

New Forms/Chairperson to sign off expense


Forms will be in the PTO mailbox in the school office; chairperson has to sign off on the expense request.


New Forms are: Event Reconciliation Form; Cash Box/Funds Received

Back to School Sale and Spirit War Profit


Very busy; business was good; total sales for the store $6,840.59; Spirit Wear sales were $1,896.90; we are selling additional spirit wear this year through an order program – there is an order form (to be included in the Bulldog Barks) – parents can order up 10/13/08 and can pick up orders will be in the School store on October 30; looking to do this 3 times a year

School/Community Related Topics:

Cultural Arts – has been in transition; December 5 – all school assembly -Apollo to the Moon – artist Kevin Reese; we are discussing specific grade level programs

LWL – Still need a Chairperson!!!  If we do not get one – we will not have it this year!!!  It would be a shame to lose this excellent program
New Family Welcome – was very successful; we are looking for someone to chair this program for the remainder of the year – 
Newsletter – editor is Suzanne Fanelle (ssfanelle@verizon.net); Deadline is the first Wednesday of the month; it goes to print the following Monday and pickup is Thursday

As was in the first Day packets, we are looking to “Go Green” with the newsletter and having it sent to you via an link; if you are interested, please contact Gretchen Guttman at tguttman@comcast.net; the newsletter will no longer include the Student of the Month section
Directory – orders are being taken; please get orders in asap.
Dance Chaperones – September 19 is the first dance for 7 & 8th graders.  Kate Ferris will coordinate the chaperones.  Please let you know if you wish to chaperone
Fundraising Events:

The Ice-Cream Social/Break Walk is scheduled for September 12; Karen Consalo- is chairing and is looking for volunteers; it is a fun evening; includes a Break Walk (cake walk with healthy breakfast foods); looking for donations for the “walk.”
School Store – open every day from 11- 1; gym uniforms in the school store
Book Fair – we are using Scholastic Books this year; Book Fair is scheduled for  the second week of November in the auxiliary gym; November 7 is the set-up 
Parent Social – February 7, 2009; last year was very successful; we are still looking for A CHAIRPERSON!!!
Super Saturday – October 18; Kate McCanney is the chair; we still need volunteers; The day is TEMS versus VFMS for all 7th & 8th grade sports except for unlimited weight class football who play Great Valley; it is a fun event for all our students; great easy fundraiser for us
ESCRIP – please sign up; a very easy way to raise money for the PTO
Acme receipts – made more money this past year; please drop receipts off at the TEMS office; another very easy way to make money for the PTO 

Playdrome – No outcome from Playdrome flyers sent out last year
Handels – Possible future fundraiser 
Rep Reports:

BUILD – Picnic on September 20 from 12-4 at Wilson Park

School Board – we need a representative to attend meetings and report to the PTO
ISC –there has not be a meeting yet; will get a report at our next PTO meeting
ARCH – information went home on the New Family packets; can also go to ARCH webs site

General PTO Business
Our website is up and running (temspto.org); please visit for information
Open Issue Discussion 

Dental Clinic – annual fundraiser is the Yankee Candle sale; will be sent home via your child; please look for forms and help support this program
Devon Dental has requested to contribute an ad for our directory; we will take this under advisement and look to having contributors for the directory to help defray costs for next year
Family Feud – looking to have “fun-raiser” in November; we will incorporate the information/names we acquired last year; will invite last year’s 8th grade class to participate; need to send questions to the current 5th grade class


The next meeting is on October 1, 2008 at 9:00 am.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Rita K. Borzillo, PTO Secretary

