TEMS PTO Meeting Minutes

The June meeting was called to order at 9:08 am on Wednesday, June 4, 2008 by President Gretchen Guttman.  Present at the meeting were: Jessica Mintz, Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton, Karen Consalo, Mary Beth Panaro, Sue Andrews, Representatives from Krapf Bus Company and Principal Mark Cataldi 

Krapf Bus Company Representative

· Awarded  5 year contract for providing transportation services for new school year

· School bus driver credentials; training and expectations are significant

· Transportation is a group effort
· Krapf runs approximately 800 vehicles and is the10 largest private bus company in the US
· District responsible for all schedules; determination that the bus stop are safe; buses safely maneuver the routes; continue to evaluate routes throughout the year

· Need for additional bus drivers

· Looking for bus  driver

· Employee referral – if PTO refers a person, the person is employed and stays 90 days, PTO receives $200 and if driver stays 1 year, PTO receives an additional $200.

· Safety features – seat belts in buses 19 seats and less; no seat belts in 72 seat bus; who is responsible for ensuring the seat belts are hooked; need to make allowances for all different sizes of children

· TESD only has 3 school district drivers – rest will go through Krapf; letter will be going out by TESD as to bus stop and time and telephone number for Krapf so that if a bus is late, you can call Krapf directly; if a concern with the bus/bus driver  - contact the TESD directly

TEMS Administration Reports

Mark Cataldi
· Picnic – June 11 – plan is to have good weather – will be up in the playground/blacktop area; jazz band/ensemble will provide music entertainment; if weather is not so good, will use overhand by the cafeteria

· 8th Grade Recognition – using live feed; will practice with the students; award added this year Dennis Pepe award – a math award; a tree planted in his memory; staff dedication ceremony on last day; tree was anonymously donated; will also have a bench in his memory

· This Friday night is the TEMS/VFMS dance at Stoga.  It is dress-up; boys must wear ties; dress to be appropriate length and coverage

· Pinnacle Internet Viewer – pilot for 8th graders this year – parents to view grades on line; plan is to have it rolled out for 5-12 grades next year; it is not necessarily the most up to date and accurate information; there is approximately a 2 week lead time

· Renovation/Construction will start this summer; some areas of the school will not be accessible

· Enrollment

· 5th – 232

· 6th - 259

· 7th - 226

· 8th - 226

· Total – 943 – slight decrease from this year

· Kay Krause is retiring this year from TEMS

· 8th grade class with additional funds from magazine drive looking to purchase a new school sign; looking at a number of options

· Williamsburg – went well; students very well behaved; did some different things this year; plans are being made for next year.
· Language assessment – end of year assessment (also did a mid-year); this is due to the change in the language program – issue is are the 8th graders ready for high school; is a regular test and score; June 10 is the date; cumulative for the second semester

Treasurer’s Report
General Report

· We are still looking good

· LWL – went over budget – any monies owed budget will be taken form the LWL Savings Account

· Some concern about expenses being submitted – chair should sign off on the expense – will start in September with new forms and procedures

· Still have some outstanding expenses for Teacher Luncheon and 8th Grade Recognition

· $15,000 is already committed to TEMS for smart boards and installations.

· Motion to give additional $10,000 to TEMS was made and seconded.  Motion was passed. 

· A question was raised about additional music equipment that may be needed due to the new music addition.  Mark related that he had talked with the music teachers and have determined the additional needs they may need.

Current Financial:

Checking account - $10,812.37
Checking new - $15,318.23
Savings #1 - $10,896.13
Savings LWL - $5,436.36

2008/2009 Budget Proposal

· Motion to adopt 2008/2009 proposed budget was made and seconded.  Motion passed.

Fundraising Events
Barnes & Noble Summer Reading Day

· June 5  - 9 am – 10 pm 

Ideas for Next Year

· Handels – Spirit Night – 20% of sales

· Chrlie Brown’s – 10% of receipts

School/Community Related Topics

8th Grade Recognition – Jessica Mintz

· Need 7th grade parents to help clean up

· All is set and ready to go

· Still doing the Beach Theme

· No flip flops

· Plan is no rain and additional parking in the grass area; if rain are looking into shuttle buses

· Over by 11:20

School Picnic – June 11

8th Grade Dance – TEMS/VFMS, Friday June 6

Teacher Luncheon – June 19 – Jenny Au

· Is under control

· Teacher Appreciation Mishap

· We forgot it so went out the following week and Gretchen and Jean sent out an apology on behalf of the PTO and brought in flowers, bagels, etc. for the teachers.

General PTO Business

Discussion of Open Chair Positions

· Ice Cream Social

· Lives Well Lived

· Parent Social-Silent Auction

Open Issue Discussion

Bulldog Barks Reminder

· No June Newsletter

· Will not include Student of the Month next year so that BB can be sent via email

Website Down over the weekend

· Had an explosion that affected the Houston Data Center; as of Monday 6/2/08 we were back up again

National Nutrition Month

· Mrs. Paulson

· Would like to put various country flags in the cafeteria and will put up over the summer

· Has gotten various quotes for the flags

· Flags are a great idea and within her budget

· Gretchen will discuss with her

The next meeting is September 3 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 am.

Respectfully submitted by Rita K. Borzillo, PTO Secretary
